$271 DISCOVERING PHYSICS 


1991 


TELEVISION ASSIGNMENT 
study start title 0920 0645 title | number cut-off 
week date components/notes Sat? Tue” date 

There are no radio programmes associated with this course. 

1 Feb9 
2 Feb 16 1 The message of starlight (BBC No 1) Feb 16 Feb 19 
3 Feb 23 Tape 1 (AC 356) 
4 Mar 2 2 Acceleration at constant speed? (BBC No 2) Mar 2 Mar 5 
5 Mar 9 Band? ae 387) 
6 Mar 16 3 Energy to go round (BBC No 3) Mar 16 Mar 19 CMA 41 Mar 22 
7 Mar 23 

EASTER 
8 Apr 6 4 Which way to turn? (BBC No 4) Apr 6 Apr 9 
9 ara es ac 387 TMA 01 Apr 19 
10 Apr 20 5 Juggling with physics (BBC No 6) Apr 20 Apr 23 
11 Apr 27 bra Tae en CMA 42 May 3 
12 May 4 6 Painting potentials (BBC No 5) May 4 May 7 
13 May 11 
14 May 18. 7 Lightning does strike twice (BBC No 8) May 18 May 21 
15 May 25 Band 2 ae 37) 
16 June 1 8 Magnetic confinement (BBC No 7) June 1 June 4 


17 Junes 9 
18 June 15 9 Vibrations of music (BBC No 9) June 15 June 18 TMA 02 June 21 
19 June 22 10 
20 June 29 10 Reflections on waves (BBC No 10) June 29 July 2 
21 July 6 11 Tape 3 (AC 358) 
22 July 13 11 Molecules at large (BBC No 13) July 13 July 16 CMA 43 July 19 
23 July 20 12 
24 July 27 12 Special relativity (BBC No 12) July 27 July 30 
Tape 4, side 1, 
25 Aug 3 13 Band 1 (AC 359) 
26 Aug 10 13 X-rays and energy levels (BBC No 11) Aug 10 Aug 13 TMA 03 Aug 16 
27 Aug 17 14 Tape 5, side 1, (AC 360) 
28 Aug 24 14 Physics beyond experience (BBC No 14) Aug 24 Aug 27 CMA 44 Aug 30 
; TMA 05 
Tape 4, side 1 
29 Aug 31 15 Band 2 (AC 359) ul Sept 6 
30 Sept 7 15 Light on lasers (BBC No 15) Sept 7 Sept 10 
31 Sept 14 16 Tape 5, side 2 (AC 360) TMA 04 Sept 20 
16 Absurd stars-the physics of white dwarfs 
32 Sept 21 (BBC No 16) Sept 21 Sept 24 
Tape 4, side 2 (AC 359) 
33 Sept 28 The $271 Exam CMA 45 Oct4 
Assessment strategy: Four assessment components: (i) TMAs 01-04 (28.3%); (ii) CMAs 41-45 (16.7%); (iii) summer school assessment TMA 05 (5%); and (iv) the final examination (50%). Substitution as described in your 


Student Handbook will apply for up to one TMA and one CMA. 


Footnotes 


®=BBC 2 *=repeat broadcast Please note that there are also Faculty and general University programmes which will be of interest to you. Please see overleaf for details. 
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A detailed 1991 timetable for your course is 
given overleaf. The notes below are 
intended to help you to make the best use of 
your calendar. 


Course text and start date 

You are advised to begin your study of the 
course units or blocks as numbered in the 
week shown in this column. 


Other components/notes 

This column may note the home experi- 
ments; projects; etc., where applicable, in 
the week in which you are advised to begin 
them. You may also find it useful to jot down 
other commitments, such as tutorials, day 
schools, summer schools, etc., or your study 
plans and plans for additional work such as 
extra reading. 


Programme numbering 

Sometimes programmes are broadcast in a 
different order from the order in which they 
were planned. Where the course team has 
chosen to give them a sequential number 
different from the original BBC number, the 
BBC number will be given in brackets after 
the title. It is important to quote this number 
in any inquiry you may wish to make about a 
prograrnme. 


Audio and video cassettes 

Some courses use cassettes instead of, or 
as well as, broadcast programmes. This is 
indicated on the calendar. 


the Student Handbook 1990 in both Section 7 
and Appendix 4. | 


TRANSMISSION TIMES 

Regular transmission times 

The regular transmission days and times are 
given at the top of the television and radio 
columns. Unless otherwise stated in the col- 
umn next to the relevant programme, all pro- 
grammes are broadcast at these times. 


Programmes transmitted after midnight will 
be expressed as 2425 and the date used will 
be that of the preceding day, that is, it will be 
expressed as a continuation of the preceding 
day’s transmissions. 


Delays in transmission affecting late 
night television 

The University’s broadcasts at midnight and 
2425 are dependent upon the time of BBC2 
General Service closedown. The closedown 
time varies from day to day in response to 
BBC2 schedules, world events, sports pro- 
grammes, etc. It is therefore likely that some 
of the University’s programmes will be 
delayed from time to time. Such delays are 
unlikely to be for longer than ten minutes, 
but see note below. 


In both of the cases above you are strongly 
advised to check the transmission details of 
your programmes in Radio Times or daily 
papers, as sometimes they may be 
changed from those printed on the calendar. 
lf you are still unsure, ring the Central 
Enquiry Service (number below). 


Breakdown in transmission 

Weekday programmes, or parts of pro- 
grammes, (over three minutes) which are 
lost because of a national breakdown will be 
re-broadcast at 0710 or 0735 on Thursday 
and/or Friday mornings not more than 10 
days later. Breakdowns at the weekends are 


more likely to affect large numbers of pro- 
grammes, which may not fit into the Thurs- 


specific courses but which you may find 
interesting and useful. 


Open Forum Magazine: a series of pro- 
grammes, containing news and views on 
topical issues and developments in the Open 
University, provisionally scheduled for broad- 
casting on BBC2 at 1110 on the following 
Sundays: 


10 Feb (rpt 0945 Sat 16 Feb) 
10 Mar (rpt 1100 Sat 23 Mar) 
14 Apr (rpt 1035 Sat 27 Apr) 
12 May (rpt 1100 Sat 25 May) 
9 June (rpt 0830 Sat 15 June) 
7 July (rpt 1100 Sat 20 July) 
4 Aug (rpt 1035 Sat 10 Aug) 
1 Sep (rpt 1100 Sat 7 Sep) 


Open Advice: a series of programmes 
aimed at new students giving information 
and advice on various key aspects of Open 
University study, including summer schools, 
exams, the use of libraries, and advice for 
applicants, provisionally scheduled for 
broadcasting on BBC2 as follows: 


Where do Open University students come 
from? 

Sat 5 Jan 0950 

Sun 28 Apr 1110 


There’s a degree in me somewhere 
Sat 12 Jan 0950 
Sun 24 Feb 1110 


The Open University is for you 
Sat 19 Jan 0950 


Using the Library 
Sat 26 Jan 0950 
Sun 24 Mar 1110 


So you want to be a better manager? 
Sun 26 May 1110 
Sun 18 Aug 1110 


Looking forward to summer school 
Sun 23 June 1110 
Sun 21 July 1110 


Preparing for the exams 
Sun 15 Sept 1110 
Sun 29 Sept 1110 


Programme titles 

Where the title of a programme has not been 
decided at the time of going to press, the 
letters ‘T.B.A.’ will indicate that the title is to 
be announced at a later stage. Alternatively 
provisional titles or topics will appear in 
brackets; these may alter before the pro- 
grammes are transmitted but the subject 
matter will remain the same. Similarly, pro- 
gramme titles printed in Radio Times may be 
different from those on your calendar but this 
does not necessarily mean that the pro- 
gramme has changed. 


Channels 

Television programmes are transmitted on 
BBC1 or BBC2 (UHF, 625 lines only) and 
BBC Cymru/Wales (625 lines only). The 
channel for each programme is indicated by 
a footnote (either ‘1’ or ‘2’) against the 
broadcast time on the calendar. It is impor- 
tant to ensure that you are tuned to the 
correct channel for your programme, as 
different Open University programmes may 
be broadcast simultaneously on different 
channels. Radio programmes are broadcast 
on either Radio 3 FM or Radio 5 MW, indi- 
cated by the footnotes ‘3’ or ‘5’ on the calen- 
dar. 


Variations in radio broadcasts in 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
Radio 3 FM broadcasts cover the whole of 
the UK but the Radio 5 MW service has poor 
reception in some National Regions. The 
service may be replaced in Wales by Radio 
Cymru, in Scotland by Radio Scotland VHF 
and in Northern Ireland by Radio Ulster VHF. 
See your local Radio Times for details. 


Assignments 

In the assignment column the assignment 
cut-off dates (the last date by which an 
assignment should be submitted) are shown. 
At the foot of the calendar the assessment 
strategy for the course is given. Detailed 
information about the submission of assign- 
ments and assessment strategy is given in 


o ee a ie ay aaa a en ee fe 


any new transmission time in a stop press, if 
there is time, or by BBC announcement (see 
below). 


Changes to transmission times 

In the event of a change you will, wherever 
possible, be notified in a Stop Press from the 
course team, by letter from the University or 
by special announcement on Open Forum 
on the Radio or Ceefax (see also note on 
special announcements). If you are in any 
doubt, you are advised to contact the 
Central Enquiry Service at Walton Hall, 
telephone: 0908 653231 (out of office hours 
answering service). 


Special announcements 

“Newsflash” announcements may be neces- 
sary for last-minute changes to broadcast 
details for assignment cut-off dates, etc. It 
may also be necessary to inform students of 
postal delays concerning course and admin- 
istrative mailings. Announcements may be 
transmitted on radio Open Forum and broad- 
cast changes are also carried on Ceefax on 
page 286 (Educational Special Announce- 
ments). Once again, if you are in any doubt, 
you are advised to contact the Central 
Enquiry Service on the above numbers. 


Off-air recording 

You may wish to record your programmes 
for your own use. This is quite permissible. It 
is not, however, permissible for you to 
record a programme causing it to be 
heard by others, recorded or sold. This 
infringes Section 14 of the Copyright Act 
1956. Educational institutions wishing to 
record Open University programmes should 
apply for an off-air recording licence to: Guild 
Sound and Vision Ltd., 6 Royce Road, 
Peterborough, PE1 5YB. 


Programmes of general interest 

The Open University broadcasts throughout 
the year a number of radio and television 
programmes which are not directly related to 


topical weekly broadcasts on Radio 5 every 
Sunday at 1203 from 3 February to 29 Sep- 
tember (except for 31 March) 


Open Advice on the Radio: a series broad- 
cast on Radio 5 as follows: 
The First Hurdle 

Sun 17 Feb 1222 

Sun 17 Mar 1341 

Sun 21 Apr 1920 


Summer Schoo! and beyond 
Sun 19 May 1222 
Sun 16 June 1341 
Sun 14 July 1241 


Completing the course 
Sun 8 Sept 1220 
Sun 29 Sept 1940 


Please note that some of these programmes 
may be subject to change and that you 
should check in Sesame or the Radio Times 
for more up to date information. 


FACULTY PROGRAMMES 


There are two series of radio programmes 
broadcast on Radio 5 throughout the year 
which will be of interest to students studying 
in particular subject areas: 


Maths, Science and Technology — every 
Sunday at 2000 


Arts, Education and Social Science — every 
Sunday at 2020 


BROADCAST AND 
ASSIGNMENT 
CALENDAR 1991 


Copyright © 1990 The Open University. 
Printed in Great Britain by 


The Open University 


